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Eastwick Friends & Neighbors 
Coalition (EFNC) is a nonprofit, 
unincorporated association 
comprised of concerned 
residents, stakeholders, and 
supporters whose mission is to 
improve the quality of life for 
residents of Eastwick and the 
resiliency of the Eastwick 
community; ensure optimal 
environmental and ecological 
quality for Eastwick; and to 
increase Eastwick’s economic 
growth and vitality.  
 
EFNC recognizes the historic 
disenfranchisement experienced 
by residents throughout 
Eastwick and the need to now 
remedy harms to health and 
ecology and work to make 
Eastwick whole. 
   
EFNC brings together Eastwick 
Action Committee and Friends of 
Heinz Refuge as key community 
stakeholders, along with allied 
environmental groups including 
Delaware Riverkeeper Network, 
Keystone Conservation Trust and 
the Pennsylvania Chapter of the 
Sierra Club and pro bono legal 
representation by the Public 
Interest Law Center of 
Philadelphia and Dechert LLP. 

EASTWICK FRIENDS & NEIGHBORS COALITION  
EastwickFNC@gmail.com     Facebook/EastwickFNC  
www.EastwickFriends.wordpress.com   Twitter @EastwickFNC  
P.O. Box 16985   Philadelphia, PA 19142 

 

 

Eastwick Friends & Neighbors Coalition (EFNC) formed in May 2012, in response to a proposed high-density 

apartment construction project on a publicly owned 128-acre undeveloped parcel, adjacent to both an existing 

single family residential area and John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge and much of it in a FEMA-designated 

Special Flood Hazard Area.  Over time, EFNC has established itself as a voice within the Eastwick community of 

southwest Philadelphia, addressing issues such as chronic flooding, Superfund site clean-up, illegal dumping, 

community-driven and sustainable land-use planning among other issues.   

 

The Eastwick Residents and Stakeholders Community Assessment Survey 

(the Survey) was initiated and launched by EFNC in 2013. The purpose was 

to gauge residents’ and stakeholders’ opinions about environmental, 

economic, and social issues affecting their community and their views 

concerning any plans for future development in Eastwick. The survey was 

conducted by EFNC members via door-to-door and community meetings, 

from July through October 2013. This document is the Survey Summary of 

key findings, conclusions and recommendations. 

 

Survey Design:  The Survey process was intended to serve a dual function—

to educate and engage residents while assessing their knowledge and 

opinions about pertinent community issues. The Survey consisted of five 

pages covering questions pertaining to: 

 Development of the 128-Acre Parcel 

 Economic Development 

 Flooding and Flood Insurance 

 Airport Expansion 

 Conclusion:  Numbered Priorities for Improving Eastwick  

 

This survey was the first attempt to gather a set of comprehensive data from 

Eastwick residents and stakeholders that could potentially be used for 

planning purposes to inform decisions about future building projects and 

economic development in Eastwick.  The survey gave voice to community 

calls for environmental justice, and opened a community dialogue.   

 

Survey Area:  For the survey, EFNC targeted the 250 residential properties 

south of 84th Street, between Mario Lanza Blvd and Heinz Refuge - the area 

that would be most directly impacted by the proposed high-density 

apartment construction project.  244 completed surveys were obtained from 

the 250 targeted households. This 93% response rate was achieved by in 

large part by EFNC diligence and commitment to inclusive, community-wide 

participation.  
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SURVEY KEY FINDINGS 
 

 Concerns about 
Proposed Housing 
Development 

 Eastwick Needs 
Economic Development 

 Eastwick Needs 
Solutions to Flooding 

 Eastwick Seeks a Voice 
in Crafting its Future 

 Eastwick is Concerned 
about Environmental 
Health & Equity 

 

 

Eastwick Residents and Stakeholders Community 

Assessment Survey Key Findings: 

 

 Eastwick is Concerned about Proposed Housing 

Development: 

 The vast majority (87%) of respondents do not 

support the proposed housing development of 722 units of multi-

family rental housing and 1,034 parking spaces on 35 acres; 

 A significant number (61%) agreed that the proposed 

development would have a negative impact on their property values; 

 85% of all respondents would support preserving the 

128-acre parcel to help lessen catastrophic flooding and sea level rise 

in Eastwick if such a system could help lower flood insurance rates; 

 82% of respondents would support the purchase of 

the 128 acres to preserve it as a park, or an extension of the Refuge, if 

federal money could be found to do so. 

 

 

 Eastwick Needs Economic Development: 

 About 90% of respondents agreed that Eastwick should have an effective local 

community/economic development organization(s) and 86% supported having an active business 

development program to encourage and support existing and new businesses; and 

 90% of respondents agreed that the Eastwick community needs a solution to the expressed a need 

for more resources for community and business development and to address vacant storefronts, 

specifically, the vacant storefronts in the PennRose Plaza Shopping Center. 

 

 Eastwick Needs Solutions to Flooding: 

 91% of respondents agreed that the safety, in terms of flood mitigation, reduction in insurance 

costs, and better emergency response and evacuation, of existing residents must take priority over 

property development for new residents, and that no new development should be contemplated in 

Eastwick until a community-driven and supported emergency response and evacuation plan is 

adopted;  

 93% agreed that, prior to approving any new development; the city should prepare a community-

supported flood management plan that supports safety for the whole watershed.  

 

 Eastwick Seeks a Voice in Crafting its Future: 

 Regarding future development in Eastwick, 90% of respondents agreed that residents and 

stakeholders should have input into the future development on or near the publicly owned 128-acre 

parcel being considered for development and for Airport expansion; and 

 The overwhelming majority (91%) of respondents are concerned about having a voice in planning for 

the neighborhood’s future.  Residents want to have input in development and are concerned about 

changes in zoning, density, and the preservation of open space. 
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 Eastwick is Concerned about Environmental Health and Equity: 

 Respondents provided myriad opinions about prospective development and other issues that 

impact their quality of life.  

 By and large, respondents do not want the high-density apartment construction project proposed to 

take place on the 128 acres and feel that it would adversely affect their community;   

 Many residents identified environmental health and safety concerns that were outside of the scope 

of the survey, but of critical importance to the community, including polluted landfills, air quality, 

cancer rates, illegal dumping, etc.; 

 Further, the Survey results articulate specific community concerns and opinions residents have held 

for years - but that have gone unresolved - including polluted landfills, poor air quality that many 

attribute to high asthma and cancer rates in the area, illegal dumping, a lack of support for 

community economic development and most importantly, residents feel that their opinions don’t 

matter to developers or city officials; and  

 Respondents also expressed ill feelings the loss of “the old Eastwick” and the displacement of 

former residents under the guise of blight certification and urban renewal.  

 

Survey Conclusion and Recommendations:  

Overwhelmingly, Survey respondents want the City of Philadelphia to engage in a community-wide, long-term 

economic redevelopment and land use planning process. The endeavor must actively engage Eastwick residents 

and stakeholders, and be rooted in confidence and trust. Ongoing community education and engagement are 

key components, to facilitate information exchange.  These initiatives could be in the form of community focus 

groups, regularly scheduled public meetings, social media and other forms of informational outreach. 

 

A critical component of this planning process is transparency, clarity and discussion about the future expansion 

plans by the Philadelphia International Airport for the portion of the 128-acre parcel or other parcels in Eastwick 

that could impact flooding and quality-of-life.  Short- and long-range planning must be shared with Eastwick 

residents so that the community may have a meaningful voice in what might occur in the future.  There must be 

a mechanism or process established between the airport expansion entities and the community so that 

community land use planning is not left up to chance in Eastwick.  

 

Survey respondents want to be a full partner in comprehensive community planning process(es). The 

Philadelphia City Planning Commission has not created a plan for Eastwick since the 1957 Eastwick Urban 

Renewal Plan, which, it is widely assumed, did not include community input when it called for the displacement 

of the majority of residents.  Now, five decades later, Eastwick residents are nervous that the City may not do 

what is best for the residents.  Survey respondents feel strongly that they have been blind-sided by past actions - 

or inactions - by the City of Philadelphia. They do not want to be in a position where, as is recently the case, it 

takes a lucky break of a resident to happen upon a land survey crew to discover that new projects are coming.   

 

The Eastwick residents and stakeholders that participated in the survey, including EFNC members, as well as 

EFNC-partnership organizations, have collectively dedicated tens of thousands of hours in organizing and 

building relationships with the greater community, City, state and federal officials and agencies.  This 

commitment of time, which could have been spent with family or earning a living, represents a huge investment 

in creating a more economically and environmentally healthier Eastwick. 
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For more information or to request a copy of the complete Eastwick Residents and 
Stakeholders Community Assessment Survey, please contact EFNC at 
EastwickFNC@gmail.com, or write to EFNC, P.O. Box 16985, Philadelphia PA 19142.  
(Copy fees may apply). 

 

 

Eastwick Residents and Stakeholders place strong importance and priority on protecting the ecological and 

quality-of-life values of the 128-acre parcel from development, of which a substantial portion is located within 

the FEMA designated Special Flood Hazard Area.  City of Philadelphia and Pennsylvania state officials and 

stormwater experts agree with this, as evidenced by Philadelphia City Council code chapter 14: 

“…development along the existing rivers and creeks has led to increased flooding, thereby 

endangering the loss of property and life, creating health and safety hazards, and causing the 

expenditure of public funds for protection and relief. To prevent such adverse conditions, it is 

necessary to impose restrictions and regulations on development along rivers and creeks that are 

subject to flooding.” 

(http://www.phila.gov/philacode/html/_data/title14/chapter_14_1600_miscellaneous/14_1606_flo

od_plain_controls_.html) 

 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection states that floodplain protection is important, stating: 

“Floodplains in their natural form are beneficial for a number of reasons:  a) reducing the number 

and severity of floods, b) minimizing non-point source water pollution, c) filtering storm water, d) 

providing habitat for plants and animals, and e) aesthetic beauty and outdoor recreation benefits.” 

(http://www.cees.iupui.edu/education/Information_Resources/floodplains.htm) 

 

Many survey respondents expressed preference that the 128-acre parcel be preserved for use as green space 

and/or flood mitigation projects, particularly if those projects could make people safer, thus, reducing flood 

insurance rates. 

 

 

Now, moving forward, Eastwick seeks the following: 

 Economic resources to establish an organizational presence that can serve as a comprehensive 

communications link throughout the Eastwick community; 

 Support from the City of Philadelphia and elected officials to engage with Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s 

Insurance Department and other appropriate state and federal insurance agencies to assess the equity of 

rising flood insurance premiums throughout Eastwick; 

 An assessment, by the City’s new flood task force, regarding how Eastwick residents would benefit from 

FEMA’s Community Rating System (CRS).  The CRS program increases public and property safety, and 

participation by the City could further its resiliency to floods, storm surges and sea level rise, especially in 

the flood-prone area of Eastwick;  

 A community-wide public health assessment to discern any potential linkages between pollution sources 

and community health issues, such as, but not limited to, respiratory and cancer related conditions; and 

 A community-based participatory planning process, in partnership with city agencies and elected officials. 

 

 

mailto:EastwickFNC@gmail.com
http://www.phila.gov/philacode/html/_data/title14/chapter_14_1600_miscellaneous/14_1606_flood_plain_controls_.html
http://www.phila.gov/philacode/html/_data/title14/chapter_14_1600_miscellaneous/14_1606_flood_plain_controls_.html

